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In recent years, women’s Grand Slams have been peppered with
massive-odds upsets and surprises…

13 of the last 19 women's Grand Slams have produced at least
one finalist at odds of 33/1+

And there have been an eye-catching array of triple–figure
upsets, too…

6 of the last 17 women's Grand Slams have produced a 100/1+
champion

And 11 of the last 34 women’s Grand Slam finalists started the
tournament as 100/1+ outsiders

Women from the Czech Republic (also known as Czechia) have
accounted for a fair few of these recent big-odds Grand Slam
results…

Wimbledon 2024 – Barbora Krejcikova 225/1 winner
Wimbledon 2023 – Marketa Vondrousova 150/1 winner
French Open 2023 – Karolina Muchova 100/1 runner-up
Wimbledon 2021 – Karolina Pliskova 50/1 runner-up
French Open 2021 – Barbora Krejcikova 175/1 winner

And this trend was on show in the years before the pandemic,
too…

French Open 2019 – Marketa Vondrousova 40/1 runner-up
Australian Open 2019 – Petra Kvitova 18/1 runner-up
US Open 2016 – Karolina Pliskova 33/1 runner-up
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With Kvitova winning Wimbledon twice before that, too (2014,
2011). And fellow Czech lady, Lucie Safarova, a runner-up at the
French Open 2015.

The men’s game has been a little different…

With the history-making Grand Slam dominance of the Big Four
era - Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal, Novak Djokovic, and Andy
Murray - making it extremely tough for anyone else to punch
through on the biggest stage…

The last Czech male to regularly threaten at the Majors was
Tomas Berdych. He made the Wimbledon final in 2010 (runner-
up). And also reached the semi finals at each of the three other
Grand Slams during his career (Australian Open, French Open, US
Open).

But with Federer, Nadal, and Murray now retired. And the 37-
year-old Djokovic another year closer to the end of his amazing
career. The 2025 season offers plenty of opportunity for new
names to challenge for the top trophies…

Indeed, the long-awaited ‘changing of the guard’ is already in
full-swing in men’s tennis. With super young talents Jannik Sinner
and Carlos Alcaraz leading the way. Both Sinner (who is Italian)
and Alcaraz (Spanish) have won multiple Grand Slams each, and
have also both scaled the heights to no.1 in the world rankings.
Despite still being just 23 and 21 years of age, respectively.

I’ve got a trio of young Czech men for us to look out for, with the
potential to become regular tournament finalists and winners on
the ATP Tour in 2025 and beyond - and also as big-odds, outsider
prospects at the Grand Slams. All of which is what we specialise
in here at Ones to Watch…
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There are also some exciting young, up-and-coming female Czech
players for us to follow, along with the established names
already mentioned above…

Without further ado, forgive the pun, but here is:

‘The Czech-list’...

Men:

These three players finished the 2024 season as the top Czech
men in the official rankings. And they are names that we’ve been
tracking here at Ones to Watch…
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Tomas Machac climbed to a career-high of no.25 in 2024. He has the
skills to take a few scalps in 2025, for sure. And has a nice knack of being
able to serve & volley with real class and consistency. Machac made his
debut appearance in an ATP Tour final last season, finishing runner-up
on clay in Geneva, having gone off in the betting that week as a 40/1
underdog. Tomas also made notable runs on hard courts at the Miami
Open and in Shanghai, achieving his first ATP 1000 Masters-level
quarter final and semi final, respectively. He beat Alcaraz in Shanghai,
and Djokovic in Geneva.



Jiri Lehecka hits the ball maybe as hard as anyone right now. His
powerful legs are similar to the physical attributes that Berdych
had in his day, and indeed, the latter was Jiri’s coach until
recently. Lehecka has been as high as no.23 in the rankings so far,
and as with the other two Czech men on this list, it’s only injury
that I can see scuppering his plans for more progress in 2025.
After reaching a maiden ATP final in 2023, Lehecka got to two
finals in 2024 - lifting the trophy on hard courts in Adelaide at
odds of 25/1. The ball-thumping Czech talent also posted a
couple of eye-catching runs at Masters 1000 level, with a quarter
final on hard courts at Indian Wells, and then a semi final on clay
in Madrid (retired injured). Here at Ones to Watch, we were on
Lehecka as a massive 250/1 shot for that Indian Wells run, and
again at a top-price 60/1 for that near miss in Madrid.

Jakub Mensik is still a teenager until September 2025, and that
very much makes him a Ones to Watch prospect. He first caught
my eye as a serious contender when I watched him beat Andy
Murray in Doha early last season. He’s got great physical
presence on court for such a young player. Young Jakub then
went on to reach a first full ATP senior-level final that week in
Doha - as a 150/1 rank outsider. Two quarter finals and another
semi final followed in what was a breakthrough 2024 for Mensik,
who ended the year at a new high of no.48 in the world… the semi
came in the big Masters 1000 event in Shanghai, with the big-
serving Czech prospect also going off at 150/1 that week.

Women:

The 2024 season finished with these five names as the top Czech
women in the official rankings:
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As mentioned above, Barbora Krejcikova, Karolina Muchova, Marketa
Vondrousova, and Karolina Pliskova have all very much made their mark
at the top table already: three of those Czech ladies have reached two
Grand Slam finals each, and Muchova has made one - along with a further
three semi final appearances…

Krejcikova has won two Majors in singles, and been as high as world
no.2…

Pliskova is a former world no.1, although injuries and inconsistent form
have blighted her big-time chances since her last Grand Slam final
appearance in 2021…

I’ve been describing the supremely talented Vondrousova as ‘enigmatic’
for years now. Indeed, we were on Marketa at 40/1 when she landed the
Each Way odds at the French Open back in 2019, and again at 40/1 when
backing the left-hander halfway through her history-making unseeded
Wimbledon win in 2023 (starting price 150/1)...

Muchova has also been on our Ones to Watch radar for some time. In
February 2023, Karolina went in the book as an 80/1 and 66/1 ante-post
pick for Wimbledon… only to then reach the the French Open final before
SW19 came along that summer… with the starting price for that maiden
Major final run at Roland Garros being 100/1. Muchova then followed-up
that Grand Slam breakthrough with consecutive runs to the US Open
semi finals in 2023 and 2024. Injury slowed her down though, and that’s
been a big part of Muchova’s career story so far. 



Ones to Watch in 2025
www.OnesToWatch.co.uk

She ended 2024 by showing once more what she can do when fit and
consistent: with a streak of US Open semi final, WTA Beijing final, and
then WTA Ningbo semi final. Karolina is right up there as one of the best
and most-gifted players yet to win a Major (with Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur up
there alongside her for me). If you insisted I only named one player from
this report who I would put up as a clear Grand Slam candidate if fit, then
it would be Muchova.

This being Ones to Watch, we are also of course very interested in the
promising young players yet to make a full splash in the rankings, on the
WTA Tour, or at the Grand Slams. And the Czech talent pool has plenty of
those for us to consider…

Linda Noskova leads the pack in that respect. The 20-year-old featured in
my Ones to Watch in 2024 list when still a teenager. She went on to win a
maiden WTA title last season… reach a debut Grand Slam quarter final at
the Australian Open, where we were on her at 100/1 (beating then-world-
no.1 Iga Swiatek during that Melbourne run)... and also racked-up two
more semi finals on the WTA Tour. As I’ve said before, I really like Linda’s
on-court demeanour: calm, determined, and willing to battle.

Next in line for me are the Fruhvirtova sisters, tipped for great things
since a very early age: 17-year-old Brenda Fruhvirtova, and 19-year-old
Linda Fruhvirtova. Both finished the 2024 campaign well outside of the
world’s top 100, but have been inside it before. I’d expect one or both of
them to bounce back, rather than slide down the rankings…

Also keep an eye out for 18-year-old Sara Bejlik, who finished 2024 with a
run of 11 wins from 13 matches on clay on the lower-tier circuit…. 20-
year-old Dominika Salkova, who signed-off 2024 with three semi finals in
a row on those lower-tier tours…

And for a really young player to watch for if and when she gets more
opportunities to play on the main tour, 16-year-old Laura Samson is
another teenager flying the flag for Czech tennis. 



Laura was given a wildcard in the 2024 WTA Prague Open, and
made great use of it - reaching the semi finals in her home city. 

Samson also made the final of the Girls’ French Open last season,
where she was beaten by compatriot Tereza Valentova, who will
turn 18 in February 2025. Both are ones to watch…

More to come throughout the season...

This ‘Czech-list’ is only the start of our work for the 2025 tennis
season...

Throughout the year, I’ll keep you up-to-date with the latest in-
form players on the ATP & WTA Tours. Helping you hunt out big
value Each Way opportunities in the Outright Winner markets,
and players to profit from in the individual match markets, too.

And of course, when the Majors come along - the Australian
Open, French Open, Wimbledon, and US Open - I’ll be guiding you
to ways to cash-in, too. Including dedicated, members-only
advice for those four big Grand Slam events…

Find out more at: www.OnesToWatch.co.uk

I’ll be in touch again by email very soon...

Enjoy the tennis…
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